
 
 
 
OET Reading Part A 
 
1 Format: groups  
2 Technique Overview  
3 Diagram & 1 – 7 questions 
 
 
 
      What is ‘format’? What the exam is like…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Format 
 
How many questions are there? 
20 questions 
 
How many much time? 
15 mins  
 
What question types are there? 
 
3 types:  
Matching, short answer & Gap Fill 
 
How many texts? 
4 
 
What are the main challenges?  

• Finding main ideas 
• Choosing key words (tomorrow) 
• Time management 
• Finding words quickly (scanning) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

 
 
      2 mins 
 
8. How will the patient present? 
 



 
  

 
 
 
 

MAIN IDEAS 
 
 
 
 
 
(Texts can have 2 main ideas! Just 
get the majority.)  

 
1. Heading (10 seconds): title 
/ sub title of text 
 
No heading (30 seconds):  
 
A. Read first line 
B. Repeated words 
C. Thematic words: 
Table, chair, sofa = furniture 
 
Answers question: What is 
this about? 
 

 
 

 
 
Main about: 
 
Treatment, symptoms, 
diagnosis, management, 
medication, etc. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

KEY WORDS 
 
 
 

 
We are looking for: 
 

• Numbers 
• Brackets 
• Abbreviations (WHO, 

USA, MRI) 
• Technical words 
• Names (drugs) 

 
Anything suspicious… 
 

 

 
 
Underline max. 5 
 

 
 
 

FUNCTION 
 
 
 
 

 
Similar to the main idea but… 
 
Answers the question: 
 
What is this text doing? 
 

1. Information  
 
Look for numbers, facts, details, often 
present is used, often lots of ‘be’… 
 

2. Advice 
Look for should, must, have to, need 
to | NEVER, do not | order and 
sequences | conditionals | 
imperatives  
 

 

 
 
Information: description, 
definition, classification 
 
Advice: guidelines, protocol, 
instructions, recommendations 



 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 


