
 

 

 

 

 

 

Starter: 
 
Read the questions below and consider your answer. 
 
You may be asked to answer verbally: 
 

1. Do you believe that surgery should only be used as a last resort? Why (not)? 
2. In your opinion, what is the best way to gain an understanding of a patient’s 

condition if their communication skills are impaired due to illness? 
3. What effects can coarse materials have on patients with sensitive skin conditions? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spelling test: 
 
1. fluctuate 
2. tailor 
3. scrutinise 
4. deflection 
5. timely 
6. deterrent 
7. catastrophic 
8. placate 
9. dizzying 
10. harvest 
11. yield 
12. unmet 
13. crippling 
14. hallmark 
15. pave the way 
 
 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 
1. Adjective: Causing severe impairment, hindrance, or limitation, often to the point of rendering 

something ineffective or non-functional 
The patient's crippling back pain prevented them from performing daily activities without assistance. 

2. Noun: A distinctive feature, characteristic, or sign that is typical of a particular condition, situation, 
or phenomenon 
Inflammation is the hallmark of an acute allergic reaction. 

3. Verb phrase: To prepare the groundwork or create favourable conditions for something to happen 
or be achieved 
Research in regenerative medicine can pave the way for innovative treatments to repair damaged 
tissues. 

4. Verb: To gather or collect a crop, produce, or natural resource, typically at the culmination of a 
growth or development process 
Surgeons were able to harvest bone marrow from the donor's hip for the transplant procedure. 

5. Verb: To produce or provide a result, output, or return, often in terms of quantity or quality 
The chemotherapy regimen may yield promising results in shrinking the tumour size. 

6. Adjective: Not fulfilled or satisfied, often used to describe needs, expectations, or demands 
There is a significant gap in mental health services, leaving many unmet needs in the community. 

7. Adjective: Involving or causing a sudden and extensive disaster or extreme harm 
A ruptured aneurysm can lead to catastrophic bleeding and neurological damage if not promptly 
treated. 

8. Adjective: Causing dizziness or disorientation; characterized by a rapid or bewildering pace or 
sensation 
The dizzying array of treatment options can be overwhelming for patients facing a cancer diagnosis. 

9. Verb: To appease, pacify, or calm someone's concerns, grievances, or anger 
The doctor attempted to placate the anxious patient by explaining the procedure in detail and 
addressing their questions. 

10. Noun: The act of deviating or diverting something from its original course, trajectory, or purpose 
The protective gear helped to minimize the deflection of force during the impact, reducing the risk of 
injury. 

11. Adjective: Occurring at the right or opportune moment; done or provided when needed or 
expected 
Timely administration of antibiotics is crucial in preventing the spread of infection in the hospital 
setting. 

12. Noun: Something that discourages or prevents someone from taking a particular action or 
engaging in undesirable behaviour 
Visible security cameras act as a deterrent to potential burglars, reducing the risk of break-ins. 

13. Verb: To vary or change irregularly in amount, value, or intensity, often in an unpredictable 
manner 
Blood sugar levels can fluctuate throughout the day in response to food intake and physical activity. 

14. Verb: To customize or adapt something to suit a specific individual, purpose, or situation  
The physical therapist decided to tailor the exercise regimen to address the patient's unique 
rehabilitation needs. 

15. Verb: To examine or inspect closely and critically, often with careful attention to detail 
Radiologists plan to scrutinise the MRI images for any signs of tumour recurrence. 

 


