
 
 
 
 
 
 

OET Reading Part A: 

 

1. What is Scanning? + Practice  
2. What is Skimming? + Practice 
3. Putting it together: Technique  

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 

What is scanning? 

 

Read for details / finding a detail  

 

Example:  

 

  Scan for specific name / address 

 

 When we search for an app 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OET Reading Text: 

GAME: tell me the word before the word I say  

 

• Read in an S shape  
• Repeat the word in your head...  
• Max 20 seconds to find a word  

 

 

 

In OET we scan for the key word... 

 

         Important  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Scanning is like a muscle... GYM 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 

What is skimming? (not scanning) 

Reading for main ideas / function 

 

In OET we usually see the same MAIN IDEAS or FUNCTION... 

 

Main idea Function 
Answers question: what is it about? 
 
Treatment  
Symptoms 
Management 
Risks 
Investigations 
Advice 
Procedures 
Medication 
 
 
 
 

Answers question: What is it DOING? 
 
Classification (Types) 
Information  
Description 
Definition  
Instructions 
Guidelines 
 

 

 

 

4 KEY WAYS TO SKIM: 

TITLE FIRST LINE REPEAT THEMATIC 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Words in same group  
 
 

Is this clear? 

 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 

All texts: psoriasis 

 

 

All texts: Malaria  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

This is a muscle... 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 

All texts: pneumothorax 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
TECHNIQUE:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


