
 
Listening Part A  

Format 

• 24 questions in total  
• 2 x audios – 12 questions per audio 
• Each audio is a consultation – 5 minutes – communication between a healthcare 

professional and a patient 
• Question type: gap fill 

 
• Challenges:  

 
 

1) spelling – be as close as you can but there is some tolerance for misspelling:  
 

• easy words – you have to get them right!  
• long / difficult words  - you can get them wrong to a degree 

 
2) keeping track – have some technique that allows you to stay in control 
3) speed 
4) accents 

 

 

Exercise 1  

Listen to the audio and fill in the answers. Look at the transcript after so you can see how the 
signposts/clues are presented.  

Check out synonyms / signposts. See how they change order in relation to the order of the question? 
Check the transcript below:  

 

John Edwards 

• Junior football tournament: freak incident led to a ……………  
• Started school wearing cast 
• Missed ……………… for first 2 months 

 

 

 

 



 
Anticipation 

Follow the Clues – Don’t lose your place!  

Every word is useful in Part A Listening- don’t ignore the information around the questions.  

Correct spelling in the two minutes at the end of the whole listening exam.  

Categorise  

When there’s a gap, try and think of what type of word goes in there:  

• Broke …… on ski trip (bone) 
• Experienced ………………… during sickness – lost 4kg (symptom – problem)  
• Had ……….. as a child (Now resolved) (condition – sickness)  

Typical categories:  

• illnesses 
• body parts 
• symptoms 
• job 
• hobby 
• procedure 
• equipment 
• tests / investigations 
• medications 
• therapy  
• times  
• descriptions 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Answers 

John Edwards 

• Junior football tournament: freak incident led to a ruptured achilles tendon 
• Started school wearing cast 
• Missed physical education classes / PE for first 2 months 

 

I’ve had a lot of injuries. My first major one was in a football tournament when I was around 12-13. 
In a  completely innocent tackle, I got a ruptured achilles tendon. It was  bad and at the hospital 
they gave me a plaster cast, which was still in place when I returned to school after summer. What 
was really frustrating was that, for around the first 8 weeks, I couldn’t do Physical Education 
classes. It was horrible watching my friends playing and running around from the library window. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 
Listening Part A 

1. light 
2. volunteer 
3. drusen 
4. green vegetables 
5. macular degeneration 
6. size 
7. blurred 
8. peripheral 
9. night driving 
10. angiogram 
11. leaking blood vessel 
12. laser surgery  


