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Guess meaning from context? 

 

 

In Reading the exam, when we see words we don’t know, we need to try to guess their 

meaning from context: 

 

 

1. We should read around the word and try to guess the meaning 

 
                  I want to a hgdjdsgjkdgdjh 

 

 

2. Learn prefix and suffix: international / painful [adjective meaning ‘full of’]   

 

 

3. Look at sentences before and after, and think about what the passage itself about 

 

 

4. If really not sure, just think is GOOD or BAD.  

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guess meaning: Vocabulary from B… 

 

CONTEXT FORM MEANING 
1 This bath is lukewarm, so can we… Adjective Slightly warm (Tepid is a synonym) 
2 You have all been given uniform 

instructions… 

Adjective All the items are the same or similar  

3 Do you know how to handle the 

situation 

Verb To deal with, manage, solve problems, find a way  

4 A wheelchair is very important, and 

it seen an an extension of their person  

Phrase It very important piece of property that they use every day  

5 Do not talk to them at eye level… Compound noun To speak to someone, face to face  
6 She need adequate support for this 

issue 

Adjective Enough for / sufficient / appropriate 

7 You should revise your approach  Verb Reconsider / review / look again / think again / re-evaluate  

(Polite way of saying please change it) 
8 This care should take precedence  Phrase  Become the priority / be the number one consideration  
9 The trajectory of the research is not 

good 

Noun The direction / the development / the progress 

10 This new research begs the question  Phrase Provokes the obvious question / Almost trigger an obvious question 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Study the ‘close’ and ‘medium’ synonyms: 

 

 Close Medium Far 

Cause Root, source, motive 

origin, causative, 

generate, induce, 

produce, create, 

trigger, aetiology of, 

make  

 

due to, because of, 

resulting in, as a 

result of, attributed 

to, leads to 

 

Producer, doer, 

creator, begin 

Reason, starting 

point,  

The basis of  

Contributed to 

Determining  

Underling 

circumstances, on 

basis  

Subsequently 

In connection with 

Depends on  

Relative to  

 

Early stages Onset 

Outset 

Birth 

Genesis 

Emergence of 

Initiation period 

Initial period phase 

Beginning phase 

Beginner  

Starting phase 

Primary period 

First phase 

Nascent period  

Inception 

 

Elementary period 

Debut 

 

Premature  

Fresh 

 

Ineffective  

 

 

 

 

Impotent, 

inadequate, 

ineffectual, 

inefficient,  

Not beneficial 

Unsuccessful  

Not effective 

No effect 

 

Not useful  

Unproductive  

Profitless  

Inoperative 

 

Not appropriate  

Incompetent (not 

good at job / not able 

to do the job) 

 

  

React negatively Reaction, adverse 

effects, side effects,  

React against, bad 

response,   

 

 

Failure of, issues 

with, problems with, 

issues 

after/following, 

problems 

after/following, 

By product 

unaccepted 



 

 

 

 

 

 

complications, 

rejection 

 

 

 

 


