
 
 

 

 

Today: 

 

1. Differences game 

2. What is Paragraph Function?  

3. Linguistic features of paragraph function 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Game: How many differences can you see between the people? 

 
                                                           1                           2                       3 

 

 

We can differentiate these people in terms of: 

 

Gender 

Age 

Colour 

Position 

Attitude  

Clothes  

 

What do try to differentiate in Reading Part A? 

 

texts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is paragraph function? 

 

What the paragraph is DOING / the action of the paragraph (for the reader) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

Example: 

 

 
 

 

Example 2: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
Activity: we are going to sort… 

 

 

 

 

treatment    diagnosis    definition   

 

 symptoms    contra-indications    information 

 

              classification    hypotension     

 

management                    criteria    guidelines        protocol 

  

     aspiration     injuries 

 

 

 

 

Main idea Function 

 

Symptoms  

Treatment 

Diagnosis 

 

 

 

 

 

Definition 

This answers the question: 

 

What is it about? 

This answers the question: 

 

What is the text DOING? 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 
 

 

 

  



 
 

 

LINGUISTIC FEATURES OF PARAGRAPH FUNCTION 

 

 

 
Analysis Example Features 
 
 
 
 

Main idea: 

Pneumothorax / 

occurrence 

 

 

Function: 
Classification 

  

 

 

 

 

 

You will see types 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Main idea: 
Aspiration 

 

Function: 
Instructions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Step by step… 

 

1 

2 

3 
 

  



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Main idea: 

Malaria / 

geography 

 

 

Function: 
Information 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

Features? 

• Numbers 

• Dates 

• Facts  

• Doesn’t tell 

me what to do 

(no modal 

verbs, etc.) 
 

 

 

 

 

Main Idea: 

STI 

 

Function: 
Advice/ 

Guidelines 

 

 

 
  

 
 

Features: 

 

• Modals 

(obligation): 

should, must, 

have to, etc.  

• Imperative: 

Starts with first 

form of verb  

• If 

• Negatives: do 

not, avoid, 

never, etc.   

 
 
 
 
Main Idea: 

 
Tetanus 

 

Function:  

 

Definition 
 

 

Note: 

 

A definition is just 
a type of 

information text 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Features:  

 
• Be verb in 

present tense 

• Medical 

definitions 

often have 

RESULTS 

language 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Main Idea: 

 

Phlebitis  

 

 

Function: 

 

Criteria  
 
  

  

Features: 

 

You have points! 

 

1, 2, 3, 4  

 

 

So that you can  

Decide on 

something 

(severity, 

treatment) 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions? 

 

 

 

 

One last problem… exception… 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

Important: what is this? 

 
 

 

Main idea: 

 

 

 
 



 

 


