
   
 
OET Nursing Writing Week 
 
Olivia Hawthorne 
 
 
 
The task is: Write a letter to a healthcare professional requesting continuation of care for a 
patient.  
 
 
200 words  
 
Family v OET writing task 
 
Family : subject is familiar – easy to organise 
 
OET: blood tests / diseases / blood pressure / infection / fracture 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Planning  
 
10 - 15 minutes:  
 

• Find the purpose 
• Identify the case notes you will use 
• Organise the case notes into logical paragraphs 

 
What is the situation after the above steps?  
 
I can focus on writing  = Perfect circumstances in which to write a letter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 
 

Introduction • patient name 
• general medical context 
• general request/purpose 

Timeline • Say what happened from the beginning of this medical context 
• Go towards the present 

Timeline - 
Current 

• How the patient is now 

Background  - 
medical  

• Unrelated but possibly useful information regarding 
health/medication  

Background – 
social  

• General lifestyle: Drinking/smoking , living situation, work etc 

Request • Specific detail about what we want  - actions to continue care 
 
 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Identifying Purpose & Choosing Case Notes:  
 
Ask yourself these questions about Olivia Hawthorne case notes:  
 

1. Who am I writing to?  
 

Consultant obstetrician 

2. What do they already 
know? 

 

Gynae – expert / good general medical knowledge 
 
They don’t know the patient 

3. What do they need to 
know in order to 
continue care?  

 

reason for referral  
medical history – gynae 
medical background 
social?  
 

4. Why am I writing today?  
 

today – appointment - problem 

5. Is it urgent?  
 

no 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

 

 



   

 
 
Paragraph Plan 
 
Make a paragraph plan using the planning and discussions in class, using any of the below 
paragraph functions:  
 

Introduction Olivia Hawthorne 
Refer - Locate IUD 

Timeline 1 Summarise early conception/contraception/symptoms history 
Timeline 2 – 
Current condition 

Detail about current situation 

Medical 
Background 

obstetric 

Request ? shifted /fallen out  
Locate IUD  
Ultrasound 

 
 
 
Homework:  Write Introductions and send to paul@set-english.com 
 
 
 


