
 
 
 
TODAY: OET READING PART A 
 

1. Technique overview 
2. Main idea, Function, Key words  
3. Complete mock test: 11 questions 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Searching for key words: 
 
 

  
 
You must choose a word that is not repeated in the text.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
3 ways to separate texts: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAIN IDEA 
 

 
 
 
Gist / theme / overall meaning / 
topic  
 
 
 
 
 
Answers the question: 
 
What is this about? 

How can I do it? 
 
 
 
 
1 repeated words 
2 headings: title  
3 first sentence  
 
 
Please note: just because you see some repeated words it doesn’t 
always mean that is main idea 

 
 
 
 
KEY WORDS  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
We can UNDERLINE words 
that stand out. Because often 
we can predict what OET will 
ask us about  
 

What is makes a good key word? 
 

• Brackets ( ) 
• Numbers  
• Percentages  
• CAPITALS 
• Medical jargon: terminology  

 
 
Always check for key words in Footnotes    

 
 
 
FUNCTION 
 
 
 

 
 
Purpose / use / goal / aim of the 
text 
 
 
 
 
Answers the question: 
 
What does the text DO for the 
reader.  
 
 

How can I do it? 
 

• Think about what it is doing 
 
 
 
Is it telling me to DO something? 
 
Is it giving information?  
 
 

 
 
 
CONTRAST: 
 
MAIN IDEA: FUNCTION 



 
 
Diabetes diagnosis 
Diabetes treatment 
Diabetes medication 
Management 
Symptoms 
Signs 
Indication  
Contra 
 
 

 
Information 
Definition 
Classification – different types  
Guidelines / Protocol 
Instructions 
History 
Criteria – standards for  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Some simple examples: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


