
 
 

1. Basic idea: simplifying the question 
2. Free practice & feedback  
3. 3 tips: X of Y / Describing the Text / ‘the Writer’  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BASIC IDEA: Simplifying the Question 
 
Part B and C Reading: it’s a good idea to make the question more simple  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
2 most EASY ways to simplify the question: 
 
WHAT technique  Remove unnecessary words  
 
The email to trainee nurses states that 
supervisors should…what?  
 
What does the email to the trainee 
 
 

 
What is compliance issue for nurses? 
 
Remove small words 

 
 
NUMBER 1 RULE: you must not change the meaning 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
1 The email states that the dangers of smoking are reduced by 

Dangers of smoking reduced by…what? 

 

2 The case study of the 57-year-old woman is presented as an illustration of 

Case study presented as example of… what? 

 

3 What addition to the programme is suggested in the sixth paragraph of the text? 

What addition to programme suggested? 

 

 

4 The new trial results discussed in the memo are 

New trial results are… what? 

 

 

5 the guidelines suggest medicine that is preventative should 

Preventative medicine should… what? 

 

6 What is indicated by the research about post-traumatic stress disorder in the fifth paragraph? 

PTSD research showed…. what? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
PART B TECHNIQUE: when part of question is just DESCRIBING the text you can 
remove it 

 
 
The email about ________________ states 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
TECHNIQUE: connecting 2 nouns with ‘of’ 
 

 
 
 
The importance of the protocols…. 
 
Protocol importance  
 
 
 
The symptoms of the patient… 
 
Patient symptoms…   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
PART C TECHNIQUE 
 
Can I remove ‘the writer suggests’… 
 
 
It depends on how many opinions in the paragraph.  
 
 
 
EXAMPLE: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


