
 

 
 
 
 
TODAY: Reading Part A 
 

 
1. Review Main Idea & Key Words 
2. Paragraph Function 
3. Features of Paragraph Function & Test 

 
Homework: analyse 4 texts for tomorrow.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Way to Analyse…  Definition How to do it… 
 
 

MAIN IDEA 
 

 
 

 
 
General point, theme, topic,  
“What is it about?” 
 

 
 
1 Headings 
2 Repeated words 
3 First sentence 

 
 

KEY WORDS  
 
 

 
 
Specific words (we 
underline them only) 
 
 
Anything that stands out…  

We are looking for… 
 
1 numbers 
2 names 
3 brackets ( ) 
4 capitals  A 
5 abbreviations 
6 technical terms 
 

• Watch out for footnotes. OET will often hide 
an answer in the footnote (note at the 
bottom) 
 
 

 
 

FUNCTION 
 
 

 
 
Purpose  
 
“What the text DOES to the 
READER” 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
How to identify the function of a text…? 
 
 
 
How do we identify people?  
 
Features  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
FEATURES OF PARAGRAPH FUNCTION: 
 

 
Analysis Example Features 
 
 
 
Main idea: burns 
Function: Instructions 
Keywords: 93% 
 
 
 
 
  

 

  

 

• Step by step: sequence 
• Imperatives:  

start with the verb 
 
remove clothing  
 

• Conditionals (if): If clothing 
is still… 
 

• Modals: should, must, have 
to 
 

• Strong negatives: Avoid, 
never, under no 
circumstances, prohibited   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Main idea: STI 
Function: advice / guidelines / 
protocal  
Keywords: ‘window period’ 
 
 
  

 
 

 

 

• Imperatives:  
start with the verb 
 
remove clothing  
 

• Conditionals (if): If clothing 
is still… 
 

• Modals: should, must, have 
to 
 

Strong negatives: Avoid, never, under 
no circumstances, prohibited 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
  

 
 
 
Main idea: Phlebitis  
Function: Definition 
Keywords: 70 % 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 
 
To tell someone what 
something is 

• Lots of ‘be’ verb in 
the present tense 

Be = ‘is’, ‘are’ 
 

• Medical definitions 
often have cause: 

‘as a result of’ 
‘due to’ 

 

• Possibility: 
‘Can be’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Main idea: burns 
Function: classification 
Keywords: (warm to touch)  
  

 

 
 
  

 
 

• You see different 
types of something   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Main idea: Malaria  
Function: 
Information/definitoin 
Keywords: pregnant should  
  

 
 

 
 

• Dates 
• Numbers 
• Percentages  
• Research  
• Etc.  

 



 

 
 
  

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
TEST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Homework: 
 
2 minutes 
 
Do not share 
 
Can there be more than 1 main idea / function? 
 
 
 
TOPIC OF TEXTS: 
 
 

 



 



 

 


