
 
 
 
 
 
TODAY: Reading Part A 
 

 
1. What is reading for the main idea? 
2. Why is this important & how do we do it? 
3. Key words 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is reading for the main idea? 
 
We are looking for what the text is about… 
 
Synonym: gist / general point / summary / theme / topic    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Why is it important for OET? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
We know where to find the answer (usually).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary: 
 
There are 3 main ways to find the main idea: 
 
1 read the heading 
2 repeated words 
3 read the first sentence 
 
Need a bit of intuition sometimes with this! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
TEST 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Key words: 
 
Specific words  
 
Helps us because sometimes we predict what the question will refer to.  
 
Almost guessing what they might ask about!  
 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
Summary: 
 
When analysing texts in terms of key words we are looking for: 
 
1 numbers  
2 brackets  
3 technical terms 
4 capital / abbreviations 
 
Anything that stands out / prominent / … 
 
 
It is important to be aware of the fact that… 
 
Footnotes are important we should look for key words here:  
 

 



 
 
 
 
TEST: 
 
 

 
 
You don’t always need keywords.  
 
 
 
 
 
Can a text have more than one main idea? 
 
YES! 
 
 
 
  


